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First Month

First Day, kanoe-uma. [nothing reported]

Second Day kanoto-histuji: Great Banquet at the Crown Prince’s Palace (1).

Seventh Day, hinoe-ne: Royal Banquet (2).

Eighth Day, hinoto-ushi: Lectures began on the Sutra of Golden Light (3).

Thirteenth Day, mizunoe-uma: Princess Shishi of First Royal Status (4) took the tonsure and discarded
worldly ornaments (5).

Fourteenth Day, mizunoto-histuji: The Lectures ended.

Sixteenth Day, kinoto-tori: The Women’s Circle Dance was performed (6). The Emperor (7) appeared in the
South Hall (8).

Seventeenth Day, hinoe-inu: Archery Ceremony (9).

Eighteenth Day, hinoto-i: Archery Ceremony continues. Same day, a great fire broke out in the eastern part
of the capital. Many city blocks south of Ichijo Avenue and north of Nakamikado were in flames. On this

account, [the annual] Archery Contest had to be cancelled.



Nineteenth Day, tsuchinoe-ne: Officer of the Fourth Class (10) Kyiikan was relieved of his duties due to
accusations from the local governor concerning his period as household representative of the Regent Great
Minister (11) on the Kada Manor in Bizen Province.

Twenty-sixth Day, kinoto-hitsuji: The Assignment Ceremony (12) began. Same day, Great Councillor
Shigenobu received an imperial order saying that the Minister of the Left, Lord Minamo [Minamoto no
Gashin] (13) may pass through the Taiken Gate in a hand-drawn carriage.

[...] Day: Banquet held at the house of the Great Minister of the Left. Same night, it appeared that a certain
person had injured the face of the former Governor of Shimdsa, Fujiwara no Kikd. There was a visible scar.

This happened last year, so further inquiries need be made.

(1) Togh. The Crown Prince or his palace. This person was to become Ichijo-tennd (r. 986-1011 (980-
1011).

(2) Royal Banquet; Sechi-e. Festival of the White Horses (ao-uma).

(3) Lectures on the Sutra of Golden Light; Gosai-e.

(4) Ippon; —pon grades were reserved for members of the imperial family.

(5) A first step in becoming a monk or nun.

(6) Women’s Circle Dance; Onna-toka, a dance performed by women at New Year

(7) Kazan-tenno (r. 984-986 (968-1008))

(8) South Hall; Naden, meaning the Shishiiden

(9) Archery Ceremony; Jarai (or dyumi). Archery context held in the court of the 17" of the 1¥* Month.
All nobility below the rank of Prince and above the First Rank took part in shooting. It was usually
held in front of the Buraku-in or Kenrei-mon.

(10) Officer of the Fourth Class; Sakan

(11) Regent Great Minister; Kanpaku dajédaijin

(12) Assignment Ceremony; Jimoku. An assignment screening ceremony held at the court. The
applications (mdshi-bumi), employment records (rochd) and previous achievements were examined to
determine a suitable position for each candidate. Results were documented in the Omagaki.

(13) Minamoto no Gashin [920-993]
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Second Month

First Day: tsuchinoto-e. [Nothing reported.]

Sixteenth Day: kinoe-tora. There was a personal examination of selected lower-rank officers at the court (1).
Same day, a snake appeared inside the Main Council building (2), so a divination was performed. Same day,
fishing was prohibited in Omi, from north of Otsu to south of the village of Kinugawa. This was in response
to a letter sent to the court by Abbot Jinzen of the Enryaku-ji.

Twenty-sixth Day: kinoe-ne. Monks from the Kéfuku-ji complained that the former Governor of Bizen,

Fujiwara no Riken, had exploited the Kada Manor.

(1) Reken.

(2) Seicho, is in this case another name for the Shishiiden, the main building of the palace.
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Third Month

Third Day, kanoto-hitsuji: Honoured lanterns (1).

Fifth Day, mizunoto-tori: Rectification (2). Same day, two houses of the former Assistant Official of Dazaifu
(3), Sugiwara no Sukemasa, were lost to fire.

Seventh Day, kinoto-i: Cock fights were held at the Crown Prince’s Palace; 80 bouts.

Fourteenth Day, mizunoe-uma: Special Festival (4) at the Iwa-Shimizu Shrine. Same day, Fujiwara no
Gyo6shi of the Associate Third Rank became a nun at the J6do-ji; she was mother of Captain of the Right
Gate Guard (5), Minamoto no Tadakiyo, and eldest daughter of the late Biwa, Great Minister of the Left.
Twenty-first Day, tsuchinoto-ushi: The later abdicated Cloistered Emperor (6) left the Ninna-ji, having quit
his residence the day before, and made for the Tddai-ji.

Twenty-second Day, kanoe-tora: The Cloistered Emperor (7) received the precepts (8). Same day, the pillars
were set and the ridgepole raised for the Butoku-den (9).

Twenty-third Day, kanoto-u: The Emperor sent offering-bearing officials (10) to the twelve shrines,
including Ise Shrine.

Twenty-fifth Day, mizunoto-mi: The son of Dainagon Lord Asateru, Attendant (11), Fujiwara no Sochfl,
became a monk at Mt Tendai.

Twenty-sixth Day, hinoe-uma: The Crown Prince performed a Court Greeting for the first time (he being
then 7 years old) (12).

Twenty-seventh Day, kinoto-hitsuki: An earthquake.

Twenty-ninth Day, hinoto-tori: Minister of the Left and other Senior Nobles came to the Courtiers’ Cabinet
Room (13) and established the Sale and Purchase Laws (14).

(1) Honoured Lanterns (mit6); a ritual performed by the emperor on the 3™ day of the 3™ and 9"
months, in honour of the Pole Star.

(2) A supplement to the regular announcement of official appointments (meshina), made at an
Appointments List (jimoku) ceremony, held twice a year (Tyler); Naoshimono

(3) Assistant Official of Dazaifu; Daini

(4) A regular event, but not part of the original fixed calendar; Rinji-sai

(5) Captain of the Right Gate Guard; Uemon no kami

(6) Later, En’y0-in (r. 969-94) (959-991); Dajé hoho

(7) Same person as above.

(8) In preparation for taking vows; Gusoku-kai

(9) Butoku-den; Hall of Military Virtues: A pavilion in the greater palace compound from which the
Emperor watched archery contests, horse races, etc. (Tyler, Genji), located in the northwest of the
Burakuin wall. The Emperor observed horse races, archery contests, and similar exercises here as part
of the Court's annual calendar of events. It differed from most palace buildings in that it lacked
surrounding walls [McCullough, Flowering Fortunes].

(10) Offering-bearing officials; Heihakushi

(11) An office, ‘personal attendant of an emperor’; Jiji.

(12) Where the Emperor or Crown Prince greets his father; Chokin

(13) Corridor east of the Shishiiden, near the Sakon-no in (post of the Left Royal Guards); Jéza
(14) Laws regulating buying and selling; Kobai ho
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Fourth Month

First Day, tsuchinoto-i: The Shun ceremony was held without the emperor presence. Presentation of list of
attendance at the Hiraza of Shun ceremony (1).

Second Day, kanoe-ne: Beginning of seasonal reading of the Great Perfection of Insight Sutra (2).

Fourth Day, mizunoe-tora: Festivals at the Hirose and Tatsuta Shrines.

Seventh Day, kinoto-me: Reporting Establishment of Ranks to the Emperor (3).

Eighth Day, hinoe-uma: Lustration of the Buddha (4), cancelled due to [a clash with] rites to the Gods.
Ninth Day, hinoto-hitsuji: It was announced that the seasonal rites for the Fifth Month would be cancelled.
Tenth Day, tsuchinoe-saru: Hirano Festival.

Twentieth Day, tsuchinoe-uma: Kamo Priestess performed the Purification Ritual.



Twenty-second Day, kanoe-saru: Lower Fifth Rank Imperial Scribe, Yoshishige no Yasutane, became a
monk (5).

Twenty-third Day, kanoto-tori: Kamo Festival.

Twenty-eighth Day, hinoe-tora: Second Controller of the Left (6), Osa no Seibun, and others, were sent to
investigate goods delivered to the Emperor from the Captain of the Left Gate Guards and Imperial Police (7),
Fujiwara no Icho, and from others. They were sent to inquire about and correct misconduct at the Kada

Manor in Bizen Province. The Emperor received information that the collected goods were diverse and of
minor value. Same day, Prince of Fourth Royal Status Jomei became a monk ([aged] 59). He was fifteenth

son of [Emperor] Daigo.

(1) presenting the list of attendance at the Hiraza of Shun ceremony: hiraza gezan. Hiraza is an
‘abbreviated version’ (i.e. without the emperor present) of the Shun ceremony.

(2) Seasonal reading of the Great Perfection of Insight Sutra ; kinomidokyo. Dharma gathering (ho-e)
for reading the Dai-han’nya kyoé (Maha prajna paramita sutra). Originally held four times a year, but
from 877, twice annually (spring and autumn). One hundred monks took part over the three-day ritual,
performed for protection of the state (chingo kokka). Events held in the Daigoku-den and Seiry6den

(3) Reporting Establishment of Ranks to the Emperor; gikai no sé6. One of the ceremonies of rank
advancement. A Great Minister read the names of promoted officials to the Emperor in the Shishiiden

(4) The Lustration of the Buddha; Kanbutsu-e. A rite held on the 8th day of the 4th month to honour the
Buddha’s birthday. Water or sweet tea is poured over a statue of the Buddha as at birth (Tyler, Genji)

(5) Yoshige no Yasutane (7 — 1002), a compiler of Nikon 6j6 gokurakuki (c. 983-86).

(6) Second Controller of the Left; Sashoshi

(7) Imperial Police; Kebi ishi.
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Fifth Month



First Day, tsuchinoe-tatsu: [Nothing reported]

Fifteenth Day, mizunoe-uma: The former Imperial Purificatory Princess (1) Kishi died. She was a daughter
of [Emperor] Murakami and 38 years old.

Eighteenth Day, kinoto-tori. The ceremony of reading the Sutra of Benevolent Kings (2) was held in the
palace, the five Home Provinces (3) and the area of the Seven Highways (4). This is done only once in any
reign.

Twenty-second Day, tsuchinoto-ushi: The death of the Imperial Princess Kishi was reported to the Emperor.
Twenty-sixth day, mizunoto-mi: The Emperor proceeded to the Butoku-den, where a royal banquet was held.
Thirtieth Day, hinoto-tori: The Emperor appeared in the South Hall, where dakyii (5) was performed. Above
the rank of Team Leader (6) there were ten on each side. The Imperialguards of Left and Right, and the
Palace Guards (7) of Left and Right, twenty on each side, organized into two teams. All wore court hats (8),
and rode horses, standing in front of the southern stairs. The Left won. Music was performed. It was a rare

and exceptional event.

(1) Saigu; same as Ise Priestess (or Said).

(2) Ninné-e; ritual of reading the Sutra of Benevolent Kings( Ninné-kyo).

(3) Five Home Provinces (goki); Yamato , Yamashiro, Kawachi, Izumi and Settsu.

(4) Seven Highways; Tokai-do, Tosan-dd, Hokuriku-do, San’y6-d6, San’in-d6 , Nankai-do, Sankai-do.

(5) Dakyii; a game resembling polo and played on horseback. Two teams compete in hitting balls of
their team’s colour in their own goal.

(6) Banché.

(7) Konoe and hyde.

(8) Koma no kan.
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Sixth Month

First Day, tsuchinoe-inu: The Emperor summoned the Office of Shrines and the Office of Divination for
auguries (1). This was on account of the continuing rain.

Sixth Day, mizunoto-u: The later Abdicated Cloistered Emperor was reported to have viewed horse races
(eight competitions) at the Ninna-ji. Then, three men each of the Left and the Right Palace Guards hit the
five-inch target. Then, the Palace Guards and Royals Guards, mounted horses and played two matches of
dakyi.

Tenth Day, hinoto-hitsuji: Divination of the Emperor’s body (2)

Eleventh Day, tsuchinoe-saru: Tsukinami Festival (3) and Jinkonjiki (4). The Emperor proceeded to the
Chiiin (5), but the minister in charge of the ceremony (6), having a minor impurity, did not appear.
Nineteenth Day, hinoe-tatsu: It was reported that the Ise Priestess, Saishi (7), had had sexual relations with
the Takiguchi warrior Taira no Chikd, in the Palace of Purification (8). Therefore, the court summoned the
Office of Shrines and ordered them to compose a supplication to the gods [to reveal] of the truth or
otherwise of this, within four days or seven days at the latest.

Twentieth Day, hinoto-mi: From the 18th, the Great Minister of the Left, Naritoki, had been at Shirakawa
practising the Eight Recitations (9). This was the day for the fifth scroll. Senior Nobles and those below
them went and made offerings (10).

Twenty-second Day, tsuchinoto-hitsuji: Fire came from one of the buildings of the Cloistered Emperor’s
escort guard (11) in the En’yi-ji.

Twenty-third Day, kanoe-saru: About 2am, the Emperor left the palace in secret, and at the Kazan-ji on
Higashiyama, discarded worldly ornaments. At that time, the Chamberlain Lesser Controller of the Left (12),
Fujiwara no Michikane, accompanied him. It is said that before the Emperor left the palace, Michikane
secretly passed the Regalia, to the Crown Prince, and then departed himself. At this time the Emperor was 19
years old. The next day, Supernumerary Bishop (13) Jinzen was summoned, and he shaved the emperor’s
head. [The Emperor’s new] priestly name was Nytgaku. His father-in-law, Middle Counsellor (14) Lord
Fujiwara no Yoshichika, with Chamberlain Supernumerary Middle Controller of the Left, Fujiwara
Koreshige and others, one after the other, also took the tonsure. The priestly name of Lord Yoshichika was

Goshin, and of Koreshige was Gomyd6. The Crown Prince assumed the title [of Emperor].



(1) Jingikan; office in charge of all shrines. On 'mydryd; office in charge of divination.
(2) Gotai no miura; held on the 10™ of the 6™ & 10™ months.
(3) Tsukinami no matsuri; Held on the 11" of the 6™ and 12™ months.
(4) Jinkonjiki; Emperor gives food to Amaterasu.
(5) Chiiin; the Middle Palace.
(6) Shokei; high-ranking master of palace rituals.
(7) This priestess is successor to Kishi, mentioned above.
(8) Nonomiya, where the virgin priestess resides for the year prior to going to Ise.
(9) Hokke hakké; morning and evening recitations of 8 scrolls of the Lotus Sutra.
(10) Kyo are officials with rank of dainagon, chiinagon, sangi, sanmi (third court rank) and above.
(11) Zuijin; royal escort guard, -sho; a base or building.
(12) Ben; rank in 2 sections, left (sa) and right (1), and 3 grades, dai, (high) chii (middle) and shé (low).
(13) Gon no séjo. Gon; extraordinary, supernumerary; s6jo; a high monastic rank.
(14) Chiinagon.
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7th Day (1), mizunoe-ne: 10am, I entered the palace. By then, the necessary decorations (2) had been finished.
At twelve, the Emperor appeared at the South Hall. The Left and the Right Royal Guards formed ranks.
Subsequently, the Emperor appeared in the honorary seat. [The guards] presented arms. The Emperor’s
appearance was announced. The Master of Ceremonies (3), the Minister of the Right, arrived at his stool. The
Chief Lady-in-Waiting (4) called him out. The Master of Ceremonies expressed his gratitude to [the Emperor]
for the seat. Remaining matters were as usual.

An Offering of the Imperial Bow (5) was held. There was no Presenting of Haraka (6) on the first day of the
First Month, therefore it should have been done today, but the fish had already been handed over to the
Imperial Kitchen (7), so the event was cancelled. At 4pm white horses were led in (8). The emperor moved
secretly (9) to the Seirydden to view the white horses. When he had finished he immediately returned. The
Second Feast (10) was held. When it was finished the emperor again appeared in his seat. The lists of white
horses and women [performers] were left at the Seirydéden, and the letter-holders (11) were not returned, as is
usual. The Emperor named the Sake Dispensers for the second serving. After the lighting of torches, the
women began to dance. When the first dance was over, the Emperor returned to the Seirydden. The Emperor
told the Master of Ceremonies that at the New Year’s Banquet many nobles left too early, whereas they should
have remained present.

Three lintel curtains fell down. The Emperor ordered Chamberlain Fujiwara no Shinri to explain why they had
not been attached properly. Shinri tried to avoid blame, but the Emperor insisted he admit his failure.

After the serving maidens (12) had spread the Emperor’s meal, they stood up and at once left. During this, a
dog desecrated the meal. The matter should be investigated and explanatory letters (13) written. I left at 9pm
so did not see how things ended.

Today, the Great Minister waited as the Emperor’s rear guard, but left shortly.

The First Controller of the Left (14) [Fujiwara no] Iho entered the Palace after the Emperor had appeared. This
matter was reported to the Emperor, but since there was no consequence, [there was not sanction, and he was

permitted to] take his leave.

(1) Aouma no sechie (or nanoka no sechi), one of the oldest court ceremonies. According to the
Nihonshoki it was already held during the reign of Emperor Keikd. Proceedings were formalised in the
early Heian period. The practice of viewing white horses at New Year came from China, and was
associated with eliminating inauspiciousness during the coming year.

(2) Decorations; goshozoku; dressings etc for the festival.

(3) Master of Ceremonies; naiben, here, Fujiwara no Kaneie (929-990).

(4) Chief Lady-in-Waiting; naishi. One of the top positions of ladies serving close to the Emperor.

(5) Offering of the Imperial Bow; mitarashi no sé. The Ministry of Military Affairs (hyobusho) presents a
bow to the emperor.

(6) Haraka no so. Dazaifu in Kytishil sent a special red -bellied trout (haraka) for the imperial feast every
year. Such trout’s were found in Chikugo and Higo Provinces and was first used at an imperial banquet
in the 15th year of Tenpy®o (746).

(7) Imperial Kitchen; naizen.

(8) Ao’ 'uma no watari; when the horses are taken from the South Hall to the East Garden of the Seirydden.
Horses were associated with yang and the colour (ao) with spring. The range of colour that actually

means ao was extremely wide — white, green, blue or even shining black. In the Man 'yéshii, ao refers to



the colour of duck feathers, but by Heian it came to be associated with white horses, so the character in
aouma was changed to that for ‘white’, though the original pronunciation was retained.

(9) The Emperor could not see the horses clearly enough from his usual seat at the South Hall, so changes
his position to view them more closely. This was not usual and therefore required secrecy.

(10) Second Feast; waki no gozen.

(11) Letter-holders; fusashi. Polished sticks (about 5 shaku in length) with a forked metal end used to
present letters to the Emperor or other elevated people. The forked end was called the ‘bird's beak’
(toriguchi).

(12) Serving maidens; baizen no uneme; maidens who serve at royal banquets.

(13) Explanatory letters; kajé. It had been common practice in the court since the 10" century to write
letters justifying slight offences. In practice, presentation itself constituted the punishment, and the
letter was returned in case of acquittal.

(14) First Controller of the Left; Sadaiben.
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10th Day, kinoto-u: 1 went to the Palace. The Emperor appeared at the Kokiden, where a small-bow contest
was held. Participants had been divided into two teams the day before. I went following an imperial
summons. The contest was at the East verandah (1) of the Kokiden. The first group won. Three bouts were
held. Chiisei Ason performed the Dance of King Ling as contest music. Official court musicians and Senior
Nobles played together. After the contest, the Emperor returned to the Seirydden.

In the south courtyard of the Kérydden the Emperor ordered immediate construction of a snow pile. To the
south of the courtyard dining tables and reed stools were placed. Musicians and literati presented themselves.
All of them wore formal shoes or boots. In the east verandah of the Koérydden curtains, coloured in stripes,
were hung.Isei Ason presented the subjects, [saying], 'Celebrating New Year’s Snow, or Auspicious Spring
Snow. Let Auspicious Spring Snow be the subject. Take shin the rhyme.’ Strings and wind instruments joined
harmoniously. Between these musical performances there were recitations of poems. Around 4am they
presented their poems to the Emperor - laying them on a low table — eight lines of seven characters each (2).
Isei was named as judge and I took the position of reader. When the session was over, we left the hall.
Today’s events were extremely peculiar. Things like this should not take place during the Lectures on the
Golden Light Sutra. All day long there have been so many events, constantly accompanied by music. The
reputation was not good.

They hung the prize for the small-bow contest on a pillar of the curtain stand. This was also unsuitable.
Nobody was able to obtain the prize. Both teams wore simple clothes (3). The dresses for the Dance of King
Ling dance were the same. Snow was about 15 centimetres high.

The crafts workshop of the Crown Prince’s Palace (4) presented spell-staffs (4) to the Emperor.

(1) Hisashi.

(2) A Chinese poetic form (risshi).

(3) Koko; i.e. they did not put on proper dancing costumes.

(4) Seigli, same as Togl; the Crown Prince or his Palace.

(5) Uzue; Slender 1.5m rods, covered with paper on top, tied together in bundles of two, three, or four,
and presented to the Emperor in the Shishiiden by members of the Guard, on the first Day of the Hare
in a New Year. The wood came from trees associated with the yang principle (camellia, peach, plum,
etc.), and the choice of the Day of the Hare represented an attempt, based on Chinese precedent, to
utilise the evil-despelling powers of a yang animal associated with spring and the east. The custom
flourished particularly in the mid-Heian period when the staffs were presented on tree-dotted
landscape trays - often with the tips held in the mouth of the animal corresponding to the Emperor's
lucky direction. After the Shishiiden ceremony, the staffs were taken to the Daytime Chamber of the
Seirydden, where they served not only a protective but also a decorative purpose. Uzue were also
presented to members of the Imperial Family by the Court, and to one another by the nobility in

general. (McCullough, Tale of Flowering Fortunes (adapted))
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13th Day, tsuchinoe-uma: 1 went to the Cloistered Emperor’s Palace. The Cloistered Emperor left for the
En’yQ-ji at 4pm. The Commander of the Left Royal Guards (1), T6é Chiinagon, and two Middle Captains (2)
of the Third Rank accompanied on horseback, the two Minsters (3) going by carriage. All those
accompanying were simply dressed. The ladies came in three wickerwork carriages (4). The retinue reached
the temple at 6pm. The Inspector Major Counsellor (5) had arrived beforehand. The Cloistered Emperor’s
Office gave a banquet for the Senior Nobles and staff. The Cloistered Emperor appeared in the temple hall.
Apparently, before this, the Cloistered Emperor’s Cleaning Department (6) had prepared the decorations, and
erected a canopy for the Senior Nobles, staff and ladies to wait in. The officiating priest was given a gift
(one large cloak); they had sutras read aloud. ([Gift for the temple:] 100 bolts of hemp cloth (7)). The temple
performed music in the rituals. Youths danced. Before the late-night session (8) had begun, the Cloistered
Emperor retired to his lodgings in the temple. The ladies left at once to go to the Cloistered Emperor’s
Palace. The Right Grand Controller (9) followed them.

(1) Sadaisho; Commander of the Left Royal Guards

(2) Chujo; Middle Captain

(3) J6s6; Minister

(4) 4jiro-guruma; Wickerwork carriages

(5) Azechi dainagon; Inspector of a large region

(6) Kanimori-tokoro; Office for cleaning and the preparation of ceremonies

(7) 100 Tan; 1 tan is sufficient cloth to two sets of clothing; c. 12.6m.

(8) Goya is the last session in a series of all-night rituals, taking place about dawn. This refers to the
continuing recitation of the sutras mentioned to above.

(9) Udaiben; Right Grand Controller.
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14th Day, tsuchitono hitsuji: A banquet was held for Abbot Kanché. In the early morning, the Captain of the
Left Palace Guards (1), Minamoto no Shigemitsu, was summoned into the presence. The Senior Nobles were
summoned into the presence. Music was performed with receipt of sake. Two or three lower-ranking
musicians (2) played together. The Palace Kitchen (3) offered three rounds of sake (two were served by
myself); on the third round the Cloistered Emperor gave the sake cup to the Great Minister of the Left, who
bowed deeply (4), as is customary. The Senior Nobles and staff, and monks of the temple, received presents
(to senior nobles, sewn garments; to privy gentlemen (5), lower staff and escorts one kiki of silk each (6)).
The Cloistered Emperor removed his own garment and gave to Abbot Kancho. At [around] 12 noon, the
Cloistered Emperor left for his Palace.

At around 4pm, | went to the Royal Palace. At today’s ritual of recitation of the Sutra of the Golden Light a
Palace Debate will be performed (7). At 8pm the courtiers reached the Right Guardroom (8). The
Chamberlain Chono, summoned the Senior Nobles. The Ceremonial Assistant officers (9) took their seats.
Also, the Senior Nobles came up, then the monks. When the Debate was over, the Senior Nobles and staff
took up the gifts and gave them to the monks. The Palace Storehouse Bureau (10) prepared white robes for
the Masters of Acetic Practices (11). This is a lapse.

Isei said, ‘Today the Emperor commanded that Dainagon 1k6 should look after the Naikytsho (12).’

Also it is reported that ajari Kakunin should be made a Master of Acetic Practices, because of his efforts in
prayer [for the Emperor] when he was Crown Prince, and also because there was a vacancy in the Prelates’
Office (13).

I attended all night. Lady Shoky6-den was ordered up to the Emperor.

(1) Saemon no kami; Captain of the Left Palace Guards (Varley)

(2) Jige; Not of court rank

(3) Mizushi-dokoro; The Kitchen of the Cloistered Emperor.

(4) Haimu; a bow made twice while swing ones sleeve. Used before the most important people (such as

the Emperor, or gods).



(5) Tenjo-bito; lower than Senior Nobles (kugyd), but with the right to appear in Seirydden (Tyler,
Genji).

(6) Hiki; the standerd size of silk cloth, width 0.6 m, length 18m.

(7) Gosai-e; recitation of the Suvarnaprabhdsasitra (Kon ké myédsai sho-6 kyé). Uchirongi, ritual of the
8-14™ on the First Month. Award of promotions to clergy.

(8) Ujin ; short for ukonoe no jin.

(9) Dei; junior captains of the Left and the Right Royal Guards, in charge of the Ceremonial Assistant
officers who occupy the antechamber outside the main hall.

(10) Kuraryo; Palace Storehouse Bureau (McCullough).

(11) Risshi; Master of Acetic Practices.

(12) S6go; Prelates’ Office (Piggott).
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16™ Day; Kanotono tori: 1 went to the Palace. At 4pm, the Emperor appeared in the South Hall (1). The
royal banquet was as usual. Musicians played while standing. Master of Ceremonies was Great Counsellor
1k6. When the New Year’s tap dance was finished the Emperor returned to the Seiryoden; it was about 11pm.
The two Empresses (2) did not present women performers. This was because they were in difference palaces.
Because of an imperial order, I was in waiting as rear guard, and when the ceremony was over, I left.

Today they said the sword-wearing attendants (3) were practising archery at the Office of the Left Royal
Guards (4).

This morning, there was word from the Empress, via the Third Officer of her Palace (5), Seishin, that being
in another palace, she would not present women [performers], and on that account, no preparations had been
made for her to do so. Thus, word came from the Regent asking on what grounds this has been decided, and

whether the ritual should not be performed in the prescribed way. Therefore an official letter (6) was sent to



the Empress’s Palace, stating that it was already established that when the Empress is in another palace she

does not present women, there are already precedents, and official letters have often been sent.

(1) Minami no kata; the Naden, or Shishiiden, the main hall of the palace

(2) The Empress mother (‘senior grand empress’; kotaigo), here, Shoshi naishinné (950-99), daughter of
Suzaku-tennd (r, 930-45) and empress of Reizei-tenno (r. 967-69) from 967; Empress (chiigii),
Fujiwara no Junshi (957-1017), daughter of Fujiwara no Yoritada and empress of En’yi-tennd (r.969-
84).

(3) Tachihaki no toneri; sword-wearing attendants at the Crown Prince’s Palace

(4) Sokonfu; the office of the Left Royal Guards.

(5) Jé; third officer in the palace of the empress.

(6) Kei, an official letter to the Crown Prince,the Empress, the Grand Empress and the Senior Grand

Empress.
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18 Day, Mizunoto-i: I went to the residence of the Regent. After a while, I went to the Imperial Palace. The
annual archery contest was held.

The Generals of the Left (Fujiwara no Chokd) and the Right (Fujiwara no Naritoki ) [of the Royal Guard]

submitted a letter of absence and did not come. The General of the Right because of impurity, and the



General of the Left because of convalescence. For confirmation, a messenger was dispatched by the Emperor.
They explained again their indispositions, and did not come.

At 4pm, the Emperor made for the place of archery. Without a hairdresser, the Lady Chamberlains could not
arrange their hair. Two Chief Ladies-in-Waiting came too. Because only lower staff were by the Screen of
Annual Ceremonies, there was no one who could deliver the Regalia to the Chief Ladies-in-Waiting.
Therefore the Emperor asked, ‘How should this matter be handled?’ I responded, ‘Would it be suitable to
charge the Captain or the Lieutenant 4e(1) of the Royal Guard with the task?’” The Emperor accepted my
proposal. Therefore, Seishin Ason [Fujiwara no Seishin 964-1001] and I took the imperial regalia and
delivered them to the two Chief Ladies in Waiting. They laid them on a small table on the south side. Then
the Emperor appeared and took his seat. He wore blue (2) clothes, as is customary. Seishin Ason of the
Ceremonial Assitant officer announced the Emperor’s appearance. He was told by the Emperor to summon
the senior nobles: the Middle Counsellor Fujiwara no Fuminori [909- 996], Fujiwara no Akimitsu [944-
1021], Fujiwara no Yoshichika [957-1008] of the Third Rank and Consultant (3) Minamoto no Koretada
[938-995], who returned from the great courtyard in front of the Imperial Palace. He had been there this
morning because of the continued archery contest.

Fujiwara no Fuminori placed the list of the archers of the Royal Guard and the Palace Guard on both sides
on the stands.

Meanwhile, I was ordered by the Emperor to wait as his rear guard. Everything proceeded as usual. But it
was a mistake to insert all four lists of archers into a single letter-holder. The lists should have been placed

in two separate letter-holders, according to left and right.

(1) The text is unclear as to whether this is a Shiijé or shéshé.
(2) Ao can also cover the colour green.
(3) Sangi

1 BEMxTEER+/\B-2
Alari Allik
Taka Oshikiri
OF
BEfEIRE S . R AL DB BN R, SR ERE A EEE . OO TEHE TN R, AR,
<MEVH CARTEAL, > VUNSZEEEE, T R E SCRI . BDEERTRR U ZE . </fifh RfEIREEE, AfRER
e, EIEARNEZE, ERIEE, >SWREn . FERSN, AR, CER. AR, UE
Fpo TERR, NELAR. GEEN. BB, NER - ZEBEE. TEE, RE B KEAFS
foe, Sefig— ST T RIMBHE . D9k 2 ARG, AT MEAR R, D90 EEE EF AP, IREEE
RWE, FEOKMIFTIEH, AIFEEFH AR E AP, ARRETHERS, HEEFAE AR E
B LI Er R RIS SRR - REESE . KB I

O@FXZTLX

b SR, Y T, WE A (B) TR E ) R=FB T #*x, SEETRER M=o,
X, K8 Tl HF 2 EITRE~ES A, BRI L2 L, <AL Fh, >
WRFZEEE., TV, B (OhA) | G =R X, BIF. M@= 7 WRET fa v, <A faf,
KWETR 7, B>, /R Fodan A, Ef, R/ BITRINA B (L) N BUVERUE
LR, > WELX

Tl ) %, Fha~v, —E. AR R B ZEE AT, WUEE B RBEEL BRL ONEELD AT
LR, BT, B, FF. NUET—, MY THBEETRA, TV TEME, FF=m B, EAE



BT A, g, BRI TV, M=K TE=ABoV, YT, WRe /B JYX0 BT, W
. BERA Y. YT FIE, EETFTI=EVEY. RE, BRI EVEANA THE, MeLErT
A Y TAIEE N A

FRER<HE>FHRE, BY THA LV FEREEL X, EFEEAT. BY IR TR, L7 EY
=N DU T RAAET oI EGE R, L BRI EES e A VETHL,

Pl=K U 7R FET R, &3 Ve AE. KES, =K T RIW=FT#H 7.

O %R

During this time, snow fell. The seats of the Ceremony Assistant officers were moved and laid at the end of
the Senior Nobles’ seats. The seat of the referee (1) was moved to the platform (2) of the Kydshdden. The
seats of the archers from the Four Offices of the Guards (3) were placed next to the platform. A tent was
erected. This was arranged before the Emperor appeared.

The Emperor viewed at the list of archers from the Four Offices of the Guards (4). After he finished reading
it, he gave a sign to Lord Bunpan, who promptly stepped forward to the Imperial Seat and received it. Left
and Right Palace Guards added the list of the names of Arrow Collectors (5), however, the aforementioned
letter of archers was not returned. The Left Palace Guard might not have attached it, or it was somehow
mislaid. Otherwise, everything proceeded as usual.

Later in the night, the event began. First round: the right side won. Second round: draw. Third round: the
right side won. Fourth round: draw. Fifth round: draw. Sixth round: the left side won. Seventh round: left
side won. In total, the result was a draw, but the left side won by a single point. Therefore, [the left side]
performed the Dance of King Ling. After this, the Emperor returned [to the Seiryoden]. It was 3.30am. The
Lady Chamberlains followed him. Palace Guards shot a round of arrows. After this, they were ordered to
stop. Hence, the following rounds were cancelled. Left and Right Royal Guards questioned the results twice.
Therefore, the first time, Senkd was sent to check the target, and the second time, Iji was sent. [ sent them
according to the Emperor’s order.

Lieutenant of the Left Royal Guard Awa no Shiiin said he had an impediment, but was not excused. Left
leader of the Hyakkd guard group said he had an impediment, and was excused. Due to his difficulties,
Mononobe no Bukichi was to replace him. The Senior Noble in charge presented the changes to the Emperor.
Refreshments were served as customary. Before this, the Imperial Kitchen and Staff Kitchen (6) served sake

and dishes, according to custom.

(1) Scorer; kazusashi

(2) Platform; dan, an earthen base on which the building is set.

(3) Four Offices of the Left and the Right Royal Guards,and the Left and the Right Palace Guards; shifu
(4) List of archers from the Four Offices of the Guards; shifu no sé

(5) List of the names of Arrow Collectors; yatori no sé

(6) Staff Kitchen; daizen
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Decree of the Great Council of State
Ordering People Attached to Shrines in Repairs of Shrine Buildings

Further to the above, an Imperial Order had been given, as follows:
Among men whose tax is due to shrines (kachd), there are usually many in every province who do not
attend to public service, aside from making offerings to the gods. These people should be ordered to
repair shrine buildings. Buildings should be repaired as soon as damage occurs, to avoid still greater
degradation. Provincial Governors should make inspection rounds every year, and order repairs
accordingly. If repairs are not made, those who have shown negligence should be punished according
to the regulations.

23" day of the 9™ month of the 2™ year of Konin [811]
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Decree of the Great Council of State
Hunting to be prohibited at the Kamiyama at Kamo (1)

Further to the above, the Minister of the Right declared that the Emperor had stated,
In the territory of the aforementioned Kamiyama, desecration is prohibited. It is heard that wild boar
and deer have been shot there secretly by poachers. This should be strongly prohibited. If someone
above the Fifth Rank [i.e. a noble] violates this order, his name should be reported to the Emperor. If
it is someone below the Sixth Rank he should be arrested. All must be punished according to the law.
There must be no exceptions.

29"™ day of the 7™ month of the 8" year of Gangyd [884]

(1) A mountain north of Kamigamo Shrine.
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An Imperial Command (mikotonori) has been written:

Tax from households belonging to the Grand Shrine of Ise is property of the Gods. It should only be used for
religious rituals. It should not be sullied or misused.

28" day of the 7™ month of the 2™ year of Taihé [702].

4 BEBHTREANAZH/\BARKRESR
Yoko Takau-Drobin
Timon Screech
O
KEUETF
JELLR A B FEB MESE <& iRZ 9% >
FEASPTEREM. TREEEMVCF=FMA A TR BEIRFE,  [50EEE. [REN. KBiEE
M= HH ZARE, (BEhath, S rEEESE, B2, DMEOEmEKIMER, BRI ARfF
BRH Bl 1Bz B fRm) &, BUKTFEITARMR, M4, AEth, ©A167), EERtE
R, HEMROLE, HERE, WIME, SFRER. RN SAETLL RS AU
> HAAm IR A S, HErh R (RS, RS ZERKNE - FRE - BRI AU, 1
Foeth, 255, DEHEmom, oA EmE, QS A S EEE G, KA R ERe

# P



B, RESSCIK] H AREE, [F 8. (&) 1 J &, F B, S5 AE, RE. Tml
WK LIEREE ) B TS AR ORE AR E S E . TR . TEs] ) .
HBNFEARAIA

OFEZTLX
KEBUEFFA

Ktk BHF T LT /ME EBAEX = <DUE G2 PG>
. ERATES MmN, TRKEE % (&) UM Z4ATEA N KB = T2 %=Hma 7,
[ B g7 =@ ~r . [N (BHeVv) TRA V=, KEEEYXVIMCZFEHA A=
By, (BE2i N, MAEET T EE v 6 A3, EBE2E N, WEOESET STk 7 IERT
m~a A g, Flaw, MRTFEERSTHET HAa VI3, BREzA, XK MEa (F¥) Tt
) AU, B, /7 5B=KY TiTesora by, M=%, B/ Mg (§7C) =khE
U, fEE g () ZER (Lw o5V xH) e Y 78S G, 7 E2A LV =H (X
L) 2 B RET AT & (Boko) #EREE=2 FTH (35 v, H (20) E5FT H#
(BLED) V=, B=FLL (D2A) BY, BT ERTRAN= AEF LV, HAAm A HI
(T2 Fi (obsl) 7o (T) AF., HERIFM=mEs, s (e~ N RS
Mzw (13>2) RAE - [ - BRI 2 4, S, 2th, E5E (DFRZ) 7T 7,
WL ) W T LT, BE 2 hillot =4 (bnb) 7. AlF, A/ ET4s (L) 7. EE
T HEHE AL R (L) FAHITF, gz (&) ARV, BIAEK K (28) VE
(72 5) K] M AREEA, [ #@7F =, Gi=KL) ] bA~Y | F—EH=fu>7, &
Tz ME (CA) AV, RVTHE (0OF) 277 WEAKELEHBE=THELa T K
AU IS AT ORI SRR E RS E A, Ty Rr=, [Eh=Kkr] ) hA~U,

HE+ NN HHI\H

OZR
Decree of the Great Council of State
Tax Households of Large Shrines Should be Used to Repair Small Shrines(First Article of Four)
Further to the Above:
A Petition from the Senkyaku-jo [1] states:
An Order from the Daijokan on the previous 4th day of the 4™ month of the 13" year of Konin [822],
sent down to the Province of Yamato, states,
A Petition from the Province of Yamato states,
After researches, we have found a Decree of the Great Council of State for the 5™ day of the 3™
month of the 3™ Year of Kénin [812] commanding,
Shrines with tax households may use people in their service (kanbe no hyakusei) to undertake
repairs. Shrines without tax households will hereafter use the Priest and Assistant Priest for
repairs [2]. Governors (kokushi) who do not carry out inspections and so let dilapidation occur,
will not receive their Letter of Release from Responsibility (geyu) on the day they leave office.
Much time has passed since this Order was issued to the Province of Yamato, so shrines [there]
with tax households already have the capacity to undertake repairs. But shrines without tax
households still have no funds to do so. Destitute [3] Assistant Priests have no means to
undertake repairs, so when Provincial Officers [find dilapidation and] try to punish them, they
make plans and run away. But if we consider their plight, there is good reason [for them to flee].
Therefore, divine kinship should be researched, with original and subordinate sorted out:

ancestor deities (soshin) are lofty and so have tax households, but descendant deities are minor



and so have none. The four shrines of the descendants of the God of Asuka — Amanofutotama,
Usutaki, Kayanaru-hime, [one missing] — are thus. Therefore, we request that [shrines of]
descendant gods without tax households be attached to the shrines to their ancestor gods that do
have them. This being done, Chief Priests (kannushi) with tax households will support Assistant
Priests without tax households. This being done, [shrines] will be able to fulfil their obligation
of maintenance (shiiso), and the Province will avoid the appearance of divine curses (sukyo).
The Great Minister of the Right declares that the Emperor has admitted this petition.
This resolution was carried out in only one province, but was successful and had merit. Therefore, it
should be ordered throughout the Four Home Provinces and all provinces around the Seven Highways.
Chiinagon and General of the Left Royal Guards Associate Third Rank Fujiwara no Ason Monotsune
declares that the Emperor has admitted this petition.
28" day of the 6™ month of the 16 ™ year of Jogan [874].

(1) The office that compiles the kyaku, or Statute Book

(2) There are three grades of shrine priest; Kannushi, negi and hafuribe. Small shrines
have no kannushi while very small have neither kannushi or negi. Hence the assumption here that
hafuribe represent poor institutions.

(3) Maeda-ke version gives ‘mazushii’; Kokushi Taikei gives ‘musaboru’.
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Decree of the Great Council of State
Concerning Allocation of 1 Ché (1) of Land to the First Class Shrine (2) of Hirano
The land is located in the Province of Yamashiro, Kadono County, Kamuhayashi Village, Ninth jé in
the Western ri of Arami, tsubo 24 (3)
Four boundaries of the land: east is delimited by the River Arami; south delimited by the garden of
Office of Medicine (4); west is delimited by the East Road in front of the shrine; north is delimited
by the Forbidden Fields (kinya).(5)
Concerning the aforementioned land, the Steward of the Shrine, Lower Fifth Rank Urabe no Sukune
Hiramaro, has written in his petition,
Having carefully examined old records, [I found that] on the day the shrine was built, during the
Enryaku era [782-806], the four boundaries of the land were set down and reported to the Emperor.
However, the Steward of the Shrine (azukari) and others left the matter unclarified, and hence this
land was left unaccounted for. Therefore, in the fifth year of Jowa [834-848], on the 15th day of the
9th month, the Cloistered Emperor Saga took 8 tan of the land and handed it to Tokimune no Sukune
Moroe. Later, 2 tan of field was added [i.e. also removed], and transferred to the Office of Medicine;
though that Office already possessed a herb garden, they demanded additional land from this shrine,
but they then used it for cultivation [not for growing herbs]. Nowadays, aside from these
aforementioned areas, the lands [of the shrine] are surrounded by Forbidden Fields on all four sides,
so there is not enough room to conduct sacred rites and let horses exercise at the same time. Also,
gathering officials, carriages and horses of courtiers and commoners block the area around the shrine
making it impossible to leave or enter. We humbly request that the land to be returned promptly so as
to be of service to the shrine for a long time to come. I leave this matter to the judgment of the Great
Council of State.
The Minister of the Right declared that the Emperor has admitted this petition.
15" day of the 12™ month of the 14™ year of Jogan [872]

(1) One cho (or 10 dan) is a unit of measurement, about 109 meters square.

(2) First Class Shrine; shé ichi jinja

(3) Jori system (jorisei) was the system of land management established in the mid-8th century,
allocating site identifications in province (kuni), county (gun), division (o), block (i), flat (zsubo).
One ri was divided into 36 numbered tsubo, each 1 ché in size.

(4) Office of Medicine; ten 'yaku-ryé, responsible for supplying the medicines to the court, and
educating doctors.

(5) The Forbidden Field; kinya. Kinya is a land that belongs to the emperor. Private hunting on these

grounds is not allowed. Some territories were used as sources for water and wood.
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Decree of the Great Council of State
Prohibition Concerning the Territory of Niukawakami Ameshi Shrine in Yamato.
Four boundaries of the land: the east is delimited by Shionioi; the south is delimited by Oyama Peak;
the west is delimited by Itanami Falls; the north is delimited by Inohana Falls.
Further to the above, a Petition of the Department of Shrines states,
The Chief Priest Yamato no Hitonari of Yamato Shrine, refers to a petition stating,
A Petition from the Priest and Assistant Priest of the Annex Shrine , Niukawakami Ameshi Shrine
(1) states,
We have reverently consulted the Mydjin hongi (2), where it is written,
The Ameshi no kami ordered, ‘Build me a shrine in Niukawa no kami in the remote mountains
of Yoshino where no human voice can be heard. If you worship me there, I will send pleasant

rain throughout the realm and spare you from harmful prolonged rain.



Because of this divine revelation the shrine was built. From the past until now they have made
offerings and sacrificed horses. Therefore, these offered horses graze in the shrine’s lands, and it
is prohibited to hunt there. But peasants of Kuzube and registered refugees (3) exploit shrine
lands under the pretext of making offerings to the Emperor, and often desecrate the grounds. As
a result, there will surely be divine punishment and scourges. But the Priests and Assistant
Priests do not dare to argue against the pretext of making offerings to the Emperor. [The
desecrators] have already committed a crime against a divine command, so how can they claim
to be devout [towards the gods]? We request by this Petition that they should be strongly
prohibited.

According to Yamato no Hitonari, what the Priests and Assistant priests claimed proved to be

correct. Therefore, Yamato no Hitonari submits the Petition on their behalf.

The Department of Shrines respectfully requests the judgement of the Great Council of State.
Dainagon of the Third Rank, and General of the Left Royal Guards in attendance on the Crown Prince, the
Mutsu and Dewa Inspector(4) Minamoto no Ason Yoshiari orders Yamato Province to add such a
prohibition.

26" day of the 6™ month of the 7™ year of Kanpyd [895]

(1) bessha
(2) A historical account of the names of the gods.
(3) rénin
(4) azechi
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Archery Contest, 18" day of the first month. Held the morning after archery ceremony.

The Chamberlain in charge of the event and the Controllers of Decoration take care of the preparations.
[Officers from] the Treasury (1) carry Sado cloth (2) in through the Eian Gate.

After the preparations, the Eian Gate is shut.

[Officers from] the Staff Kitchens and Imperial Kitchens, the Imperial Brewery (3) and the Bureau of
Palace- keeping (4) enter through the Nikka Gate. They wait near the eastern side of the southern stairway.
The Ministry of Military Affairs (5) has Carpenters bring in the target (6), and they enter through the Gekka
Gate. They have been waiting in the vicinity of the Anpuku-den.

The Ministry of Military Affairs presents the Letters of Request for Arrows from the Four Offices of the
Guards (7).

The Emperor appears at the imperial day-seat wearing a blue costume.

The Captains of the Four Offices of the Guards present the Letters of Request for Arrows.

The Emperor moves over to the Archery Ground Hall (8). Two Ladies-in-Waiting hold the Regalia, and two
Palace Ladies and two Lady Chamberlains followed them.

The Ceremonial Assistant officers (9) take their seats.

The Emperor appears. The Ceremonial Assistant officer announce the Emperor’s appearance.



The Ladies-in-Waiting place the Regalia on the southern stand.

The Ceremonial Assistant officer passes below the Southern Stairway and heads towards the Sakon-no-jin
(10), to summon the Senior Nobles, according to the order of the Emperor.

The Senior Nobles enter [the archery ground]. Each hold a bow and arrows.

The Senior Noble in charge asks for the names of the target-recording officers (11), below the Southern
Stairway.

Princes and Senior Nobles take their seats. They enter from the southern side of the passageway, and shoes
are placed in front.(12)

Any courtiers who arrive late should reach their seats by coming through the entrance of Tenjo-no-kuchi.

(1) Treasury; Okurashé

(2) Cloth from Sado, often used as gifts for participants.

(3) Imperial Brewery; Mikinotsukasa

(4) Bureau of Palace- keeping; Tonomoryé

(5) Ministry of Military Affairs; Hyobusho

(6) Carpenters; Moku

(7) Letters of Request for Arrows from the Four Offices of the Guards; shiya no sé
(8) Archery Ground Hall; Ibadono

(9) Ceremonial Assistant officer;deinosuke, same as dei

(10) Sakon-no-jin, same as Sajé.

(11) Referee officers of Junior Captains of the Left and the Right Royal Guards; matotsuke-no-sho

(12) Not only shoes but also weapons were left there.
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The Generals of the Left and the Right [of the Royal Guards] step outside the curtain of the archery ground
and receive the lists of names of archers in the Royal Guards and the Palace Guards.

The Emperor takes the lists of names and lays them on a table at the southern side.

After a while, the General of the Left retires from the presence of Emperor, turns to the left and leaves.

As the General of the Left leaves through the curtains of the archery ground, the General of the Right takes
his turn and enters.

The General of the Left returns or tosses the letter holder to the officials. The General of the Left holds his
bow and tucks the arrows into the back of his belt, or holds them in his hands. He returns to his seat. The
General of the Right does the same.

If the Emperor is behind the blinds (1), the General takes the letter holder and the bow, and moves from the
southern side of the archery ground. He reaches the southern side in front of the imperial seat and leaves the
bow there while kneeling. He gives [the letter holder] to the Chief Ladies in Waiting. He takes the bow,
turns to the right, heads through the eastern side of the archery ground, and reaches the seats of the Senior
Nobles.



The Emperor reads the lists of archers. He gives the Senior Noble in charge a sign with his eyes and gives
the lists. The Senior Noble in charge takes the bow and moves through the shooting place. Then he kneels
before the Emperor. [The Senior Noble in charge receives the lists.]

He[the Senior Noble in charge] calls the names of the target-recording officers of Junior Captains of the Left
and the Right.

The Junior Captains of both sides enter the archery ground and reach the front of the Senior Noble in charge.
The Senior Noble in charge receives the lists of names of archers.

The Junior Captains [of the target-recording officers] receive the lists.

They [the Junior Captains] give them to the officials of target-recording.

The Ceremonial Assistant officer of the Junior Captain follows a sign from the Senior Noble in charge, and
orders, ‘Hang up the target!’

Secretary members of the Carpentry Office erect the target.

Members of the Ministry of Military Affairs arrive at their bench and sit down.

The scorer of the Lower officers [of the Guards] arrive at their seats.

Ten members of the Royal Guards who are arrow-collectors, pass in front of the target mound to the west.

(1) The Emperor’s place is located at the eastern verandah (hisashi) of the Kydshoden. The Kyoshoden,
southwest of the Shishi’iden and south of the Seiryoden, was used as a headquarters by the members
of the Chamberlains’ Office, who occupied the western eave chambers. The building also contained
storage facilities for certain books and everyday articles of which the Chamberlains were custodians.
(McCullough, Tale of Flowering Fortunes, p. 848.)
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The archers appear and shoot. On the first round, the Left begins.



The General leaves while the fifth man in his guard is shooting his set.

During this first round, Senior Nobles are served meals.

First round ends.

Arrow-collectors of the Royal Guards return with the collected arrows.

The Lower Officers on a winning side of the Royal Guards, with one of the Royal Guards, take the prizes,
bow, and place them besides the scorers. This protocol is omitted nowadays.

The Commanders of the winning side carry out a Punishment Sake Drinking.

The head of the Office of Brewery serves the sake.

The arrow-collectors of the Palace Guards, seven men, pass by and take their seats.

The scorers of the Palace Guards take their seats.

The Captains of the Palace Guards proceed in front of the Senior Noble in charge, and present the list of
archers who have obstacles [preventing their taking part].

The Palace Guards finish shooting.

Afterwards, the second round of shooting begins.

The Emperor takes his meal.

Before the second round has ended, the Emperor goes inside the blinds. The Senior Courtiers bow deeply.
The Chief Lady-in-Waiting appears. She takes the Regalia and puts them on a large bench inside the blinds.
The Emperor orders the Palace Guards to terminate the round. Once it becomes dark, fires are lit at three
points.

The third round of shooting ends.

Via the Chamberlain, the Emperor orders all rounds be ended. The Senior Noble in the charge receives the
order and lets the next archers be dismissed. The Senior Noble in charge may convey this to the Ceremonial
Assistant officers first.

The winning side gives shouts of victory.

A Victory Performance is performed, if the left wins, King Ling, and if the right, Nasori.

Record officers present the scores [the lists of names of the archers of the four offices] to the Senior Noble
in charge.

The Senior Noble in charge presents the scores to the Emperor, via the Chamberlain.

The Emperor leaves.

The Senior Nobles leave.



